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Dear Reader
It gives us great pleasure to inform you that contractual
details between the Osteoarthritis Research Society
International (OARSI) and the International Cartilage
Repair Society (ICRS) relating to our joint official journal
Osteoarthritis and Cartilage have now been finalized.
Sometime during the next few months, all ICRS mem-
bers will receive a free copy of Osteoarthritis and Cartilage
to read at their leisure, with a view to encouraging their
subscription to the Journal. For ICRS and OARSI members
alike, the subscription rate is the cost of producing the
journal. We therefore earnestly encourage ICRS members,
to avail themselves of this offer when renewing their annual
membership fees.
Osteoarthritis and Cartilage is unique in being the only
journal of international repute to deal specifically with joint
cartilage and its repair. The journal is a well-recognized
forum for scientific contributions relating to osteoarthritis;
but it also publishes articles dealing with joint-associated
tissue structures, at the molecular, cellular, histological and
macroscopic levels of investigation. And as a direct conse-
quence of our joint venture, we would like to encourage the
submission of additional manuscripts tackling surgical
aspects of cartilage repair, including novel techniques,
clinical studies and outcome analyses. The Editorial Board
of the Journal now includes members whose expertise
reflects this broadened scope.
In the future, Osteoarthritis and Cartilage will address a
wider audience than heretofore, embracing readers inter-
ested in the fields of internal medicine, rheumatology,
orthopaedic surgery, arthroscopy, sports medicine, carti-
lage biology and cartilage repair, irrespective of whether
their energies are engaged in the laboratory or in the
clinics. The great advantage conferred by this broadening
of the Journal’s scope is that a specialist in any of the fields
covered will be able to keep abreast not only of research
activity in his/her own particular area but also of that in
related subjects, a familiarity with which is essential for an
objective overview. Osteoarthritis and Cartilage furnishes
the reader with an encyclopaedic reportage under one
cover! And apropos of covers, that of the Journal will be
redesigned to mark the finalization of the collaborative
contract between OARSI and the ICRS.
During the past few years, Osteoarthritis and Cartilage
has steadily worked its way up to a position of high ranking
amongst journals in our field. We naturally wish to sustain
or even to improve this standing, but can do so only with
the help of your contributions. We look forward to receiving
your papers and to observing an upward surge in the
subscription rate to the Journal as a result of OARSI and
ICRS members having joined their forces!*Address correspondence to: Dr R. D. Altman. Tel.: 661-268-
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